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Streb delivers on bold experiment

ANNA REGUERO
FF DANCE CRITIC
“The renovated Naza-

College Arts Center
transformed into a gladia-
whygmund on Friday

The Brooklyn-
based STREB
me Action
ce company
k over the
eater for the
world premiere
performance of
STREB: Forces,
the main event of
Nazareth’s inaugural
dance festival.
The performance,
ch repeats tonight,
marks the company’s
fully loaded produc-
n, wlnch brought to-
gether Broadway tech-
nicians to create what
founder and Penfield
pative Elizabeth Streb
calls a movical — a theat-
rical experience of ex-

Streb

treme movement.
The theater’s reno-

vations are put to the

ultimate test with this

video is pro-
jected onto its
surface. Montages of
Streb, a State University
College of Brockport
graduate, help to bide
time between scene

and explain her
motivations. Close-up
video during the se-
quences nugmfy the
danger. Above it, lights
beam around the theatre
like a rock show.

To the side of a stage is

DANCE REVIEW

the DJ booth, where elec-
tronic sounds mix with
the movement and help
heigln the thuds of
bodies against hard sur-
faces, The ground is out-
fitted with mats, spring
boards and beams. Be-
hind the imposed white
wall sits a human-sized
hamster wheel, called a
whizzing gizmo, which is
revealed when the wall
suddenly rises out of
view for the show’s final
act. There wasn't an inch
of space on the stage
unused.
The entire show con-
sists of 13 movement
sequences, all experi-
mentations in momen-
tum, force, fear, and, at
times, comedy. The audi-
ence verbally screamed
and cheered with the
eight dancers as they
flung themselves high in
the air, landing like a
pancake with hard

smacks onto the ground
and right on top of each
other. Or as they ducked

Ry vhizing oo
g1zmo,
only to land fiat on its
metal surface as it con-
tinued around like a ferris
wheel.

There were times when
I had to look away from
the stage in fear that one
of the dancers would be
maimed. The company
commands attention with
an ease that would make
most dance companies
jealous.

The dancers aren't
quite gymnasts, or aer-
ialists, or even, say,
dancers. They're a weird
conglomeration of athlete
and artist, a new species
of movement experts.

'l‘heymoutﬂnedm

each
other on and out
cues. You hear them
pumandncremNoth-
ing is hidden. The audi-
ence is not asked to be
quiet or to pay attention.
is is the remixed

version of a dance con-
cert, a show made for
today’s fast-moving, com-
mercial world. But for all
its excitement, it also
explores the fundamental,
intellectual aspect of the
human experience of
movement. J
Wﬂm
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